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Last month I said I would use this
month’s column to talk about our new
printers but, before I do, [ would like to
pitch our new 36-page full color com-
puter catalog (RSC-4). It's full of new
hardware, software and accessories so
if you want the latest news run, don't
walk, to your nearest Radio Shack and
pick one up.

Included in that catalog are the details
on the new printers as well as a lot of
new software. New Model I software
includes VisiCalc™* the great program
for turning your computer into a super
calculator and columnar pad, Tiny
PASCAL on cassette and a super Astrol-
ogy cassette. And for you Model Il own-
ers there are now 18 programs listed.
We all worked very hard to make this
catalog as complete and useful as pos-
sible and I hope you enjoy it.

[ just finished presenting our computer
product line to our store managers at 5
meetings across the USA. At those
meetings we try to get their feedback on
your needs and wants. | heard about a
lot of products the managers say you
would like, and we will do our best to
make those dreams come true. One
question I got at every meeting was
how can we sell the same disk drive
that is used on the Model I, in single
density, on the Model III in double den-
sity. | have also seen in print that our
disk drives are really 77-track but that
we won't admit it. That is a neat rumor
but, like most, it's simply not true.

The disk drives we sell for the Model I
have always been capable of double
density, which simply means they have

~ double density head. The expansion

interface disk controller though is only
(Continued on Page 2)

WHAT IS TRS-80 VIDEOTEX ?

TRS-80 VIDEOTEX is a format which will allow you to access large amounts of infor-
mation which is stored in some central computer system such as the CompuServe®
Information Service.

Radio Shack’s TRS-80 VIDEOTEX format— consisting of sixteen 32-character video lines
PLUS color graphics — will give you quick, affordable access to many kinds of informa-
tion and data services.

CompuServe® Information Service — Through an exclusive agreement with Compu-
Serve, TRS-80 VIDEOTEX users in most areas can access a wealth of information on an
inexpensive “local-call” basis. CompuServe offers local, national and international news,
weather and sports from a major newswire service and major regional newspapers;
historical information and daily updates on 3200 stocks, bonds and commodities; a
home and educational reference service; entertainment news and reviews; and more!
Plus, we will institute a Radio Shack Bulletin service for TRS-80 owners.
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single density because when we de-
signed it there was no low-cost way to
get double density. Early this year we
did switch to a new disk drive mecha-
nism made by a company in California.
These drives are 40-track drives as re-
quired by the Model III. Some of you
have received these drives for use with
the Model I. Both the drive manufac-
turer and our engineering department
feel that these drives (which work very
well on both the Model IIl as 40-track,
and on the Model I as 35-track drives),
will not perform correctly on a Model I
at 40 tracks. The extra tracks are at the
center of the diskette where the data is
most tightly packed and where soft er-
rors are most likely to occur.

Another neat (?) rumor is that the new
Level II ROMs include a serial printer
driver and a lower case driver but that,
again, we won't admit it. I am always
amazed to read these things as, if we
had been able to do that, why would
we hide it? The new Level Il ROMs now
being shipped with Model Is contain
corrections of a few minor problems
and were mainly done to get rid of the
cassette mod board in the Model I by
fixing the cassette timing in software.
That, of course, saved us a little money.
The other reason for them was that we
are now able to put all 12K of Level II
on just two ICs instead of the three
chips we had been using.

If you belong to a user group that loves
to publish rumors, tell your editor that
he can call our Ed Juge any time to get
the facts. Ed will give an honest answer
to any question except those relating to
unannounced new products. The truth
may not make great reading, but it
seems to me that you don't have to
publish garbage to keep up member-
ship.

Printers — if you don't have one yet, be-
fore you buy brand X or Y or that rebuilt
converted typewriter, come look at our 3
new products. They are really great bar-
gains. First is our new Line Printer VI. (I
know you hate all those numbers —
would you rather we named them after
animals? If so, this one is the Leopard,
low and fast.) The LP VI is a wide bed 132
column adjustable tractor feed printer for
only $1160. The tractors are removable to
make it a friction feed printer. It is as small
as possible to still handle 15” wide paper
being only about 24" by 13" by 6%10” high.
It only weighs 28 pounds. But packed in
that small case are super features. A Ox7
dot matrix head which prints upper and
lower case, special symbols and graphic

characters all at 100 characters per sec-
ond with bi-directional logic seeking. Soft-
ware selectable print density for standard
10 characters per inch plus expanded
print at 5 and 7.5 cpi and compressed
print at 15 ¢pi. | have not seen any com-
parable unit near our low price. Next is
our new Daisy Wheel Il. This great printer
is a real price breakthrough, a full feature
daisy wheel printer for only $1960. Print
speed is 43 characters per second and it
will print in 10 or 12 characters per inch
and in proportional space mode. A multi-
strike carbon ribbon provides very high
“letter quality” printing. The unique dou-
ble-injected plastic print wheel has a life of
40,000,000 characters, far more than
other plastic wheels. We also have an op-
tional snap-on tractor assembly for
$289.95 that is fully adjustable for all fan-
fold paper and forms. The printer will do
underlining and bold face and several
other neat things which Model Il Scripsit
(available soon) will support. It's a tough
rugged printer that will last for years under
hard use.

The last of our new printers is a real
unique product. The TRS-80 Plotter/
Printer can draw characters, graphs and
figures on roll paper. A ball point stylus is
moved to create the output making the
printer have few complex moving parts.
What is most unique is that the printer
understands Level Il Basic (and Model II
Basic) so it is very easy to create even
complex figures. In the character mode it
works just like any printer and will do list-
ings of programs. In addition, under soft-
ware control, the characters can be
printed in larger sizes and rotated 90, 180,
or 270 degrees. All of these functions are
done by simple LPRINT commands. To
do plots a single CHR$(2) puts the plotter
in the plot mode where it responds to
LPRINT commands which will move the
pen to any starting X, Y coordinate from
which you can draw straight or curved
lines.

By putting the LPRINT commands in a
loop with a function very complex plots
can be done with a simple BASIC
program.

For example, the following program is all
you need to draw a sine wave:

10 LPRINT CHR$(2): REM PUT
PRINTER IN PLOT MODE

20 LPRINT "G50 X — 700 Y0": REM
MOVE PEN TO X= —700, Y =0

30 FOR X= —700 TO 700 STEP 20

40 Y =SIN(X/111.4)*300

50 LPRINT "G01 X"X"Y"Y: REM
DRAW SEGMENT OF SINE
CURVE

60 NEXT

2

The Plotter/Printer can thus produce very
detailed plots with a resolution far higher
than is possible on the video. It sells for
$1460 and is shown in the advertising
section of this newsletter. You should be
able to see one in your nearest computer
center by next month.

And, speaking of computer centers, as |
write this in late August we are up to 77
centers with more being added all the
time. We can't put one everywhere but
they are in most large cities and if you get
the chance to be near one please stop in,
they are a great source of information on
what's new.

See you hext month.

PLOTTER/PRINTER
WRITING WITH BALL-POINT PEN
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Model I Level II
Manual Error (Both
Editions)

An error exists in the Matrix Multiplication
program listed in the Level Il manual
(26-2102). In the first edition, this is on
page 6/6, in the second edition page 6/7.

Change line 40040 (both manuals) to

read:

40040 C(1.J) = C(1.J) + A(I,K)"B(K,J)




of text while leaving spaces open. If you
want a space to be underlined, use the
underline character.

Model II Technical

Reference Manual

The Model II Technical Reference Manual
(26-4921 suggested retail price $29.95) is

now available from your local Radio
Shack store or dealer.

Model I Sottware {ﬁgké?ﬁve;é"&gﬁéié?“;“ R
1. From TRSDOS READY type in:
Update from ) BASIC —F:1
Computer Setrvices 2. In BASIC enter and run this program:
10 CLS
26-1504 Tape Payroll 20 PRINT”’ENTER THE FOLLOWING
Problem: INFORMATION”

Tape payroll continues to deduct FICA
after the deduction reaches $1587.67 or
the pay for the year reaches $25,900.

30 INPUT"CURRENT PERIOD
SYSTEM SHOULD BE IN";PD

(Continued on Page 4)
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